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Dear Dad …
As men we delight when our children or wives address us
as “dear.” Our kids may say “dear daddy” and our wives may
whisper “dearest darling.” It all delivers a smile to our
face and sends shivers down our back.
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I began a new series of messages yesterday. I’m calling the
series “Dear Dad” and will seek to encourage all men to
consider what God’s Word says about our responsibilities.
I introduced a series outline like this:
Dear Dad …
I. Live for God supremely
- What about your holiness?
II. Love your wife superbly
- Where is your heart?
III. Lead your children successfully
- How is your home?
It is my prayer that we will be more pious, great partners and good parents. All the
“success” in the world is meaningless if we don’t fulfill our godly responsibilities.
Psalm 112 could be a theme passage for our study though, at this time, I don’t plan
to preach on it. I would encourage you to read it. But let me focus for a minute on
the opening verse. “Praise the Lord! How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who
greatly delights in His commandments.”
The blessed man is noted for two emotions. The fear of the Lord and delight in His
Word. Too many men think that fear is a negative emotion. We don’t want to fear anything. Yet to fear God is to give Him respect and honor. The Hebrew word means “to
tremble” and in the LXX Greek translation of the Old Testament the translators used
the word “phobamenos” from which we get our English word “phobia.” We need to
have a God-phobia. To fear Him is a part of our piety. The second element of a blessed
man is that he delights in God’s commands. He takes pleasure in God’s ways. I think we
sometimes struggle just to do God’s commands but we certainly have difficulty delighting in them. Ask yourself, how much do I truly delight in God’s Word, God’s will
and God’s ways.
Notice too that this verse begins with the exclamation “Praise the Lord!” Indeed it is
praiseworthy when men fear God and delight in His Word. In fact the Lord is praised
when men practice these two emotions. If we really want to draw attention to our God
and glorify Him we must seek to be sincerely godly.
Dear dad will you do as God directs?
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

