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AMERICA, BLESS GOD!

November 23, 2015

Newsletter

Violence abounds. The homicide rate in Indianapolis is
high again this year and all of us are aware of the recent murder of a local pastor’s wife. Ten days ago
the people of Paris were rocked by several coordinated attacks killing 128 and wounding over 300. Islamic extremists fight for a foothold in various places around the Middle East and throughout the world
war rages between various religious and political factions, all fighting for their particular cause.
Ours is a bloody place.
But ours is also a bountiful place.
As we gather around our Thanksgiving tables this week we should be reminded once
again of our great blessings. Our feasts and good fortune are the envy of the
world. Indeed our stores overflow, our land is productive and our resources are
plentiful. Even amid recession we are rich.
In Deuteronomy 8:10 Moses reminds God’s people of their prosperity as well as a
responsibility. He states, “When you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless the
LORD your God for the good land which He has given you.” In the next verse God’s
people are cautioned about forgetting God and forsaking their relationship with Him.
Indeed as we have been blessed we must not forget to give thanks to our Faithful
Provider.
We bless God when we bow before Him on bended knee. We bless God when we humbly
declare that He is the source of all our successes. We often pray, “God Bless
America,” yet our Heavenly Father pleads, “America, Bless God.”
We bless God when our Pledge of Allegiance acknowledges that we are “one nation
under God.” We bless God when our currency declares “In God We Trust.” We bless
God by maintaining a freedom to worship Him without persecution. We bless God when
we remember that our nation was founded on Christian values. We bless God when we
resist those who would seek to change or challenge these privileges.
Together this Thanksgiving, might we remember God’s mandate. “Come, let us worship
and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.” (Psalm 95:6).
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

