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SURROUND SOUND
A good sound system can make you feel like you are right in the
program or attending the concert. Many televisions and home
audio systems have surround sound which add depth and richness
to what you hear and experience.
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Surround sound is a wonderful innovation and yet, in one way,
it’s nothing new. When preaching from Psalm 32 last night, part
of David’s praise after being restored in his relationship with
God is this phrase from verse 7. “You surround me with songs of deliverance.” This
made we think about other surround sound events.
Joshua 6:2-5 indicates that when the Israelites overcame Jericho they did so by
sounding seven ram’s horns followed by trumpet blasts from other priests. I’m sure
the sound penetrated the ears of all who could hear but also penetrated the thick
stone walls so that the city’s fortifications collapsed. That’s really good surround
sound.
Then too consider Nehemiah 12:27-40 where we read about the dedication of the rebuilt walls around Jerusalem. Two great choirs gathered first on the walls of the
city (vs. 31-39) and then in the Temple (v. 40) Just imagine what that surround sound
was like.
And how about the Shepherds watching over their flocks outside of Bethlehem? They
heard truly angelic surround sound as the heralds of Christ’s birth said, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” (Luke
2:14)
Then there’s the trumpet blast that will surround the whole earth when Jesus comes
in the clouds to rapture His church. “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first.” (I Thessalonians 4:16)
We read in Revelation 5:8-10 that the twenty-four elders surround the throne of
God and sing a new song about Jesus’ redemption of mankind through His death and
shed blood. “And made them to be a kingdom of priests to our God ...” (v.10).
This approaching Thanksgiving and Christmas season, might we surround our homes and
places of worship with hymns of grateful praise. “O come, let us sing for joy to the
LORD, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before His
presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.” (Psalm 95:1-2).
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

