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FRANKLIN ROAD

baptist church
51 North Franklin Road e Indianapolis, IN 46219 e 317.897.1298

EMBOLDENED

WHEN WARRIORS START TO BECOME VICTORIOUS THERE IS A
RIPPLE AFFECT THROUGHOUT THEIR RANKS. WINNING INSPIRES
OTHERS. THIS HAPPENS NOT ONLY ON THE MILITARY BATTLEFIELD
BUT IN THE POLITICAL ONE AS WELL. | THINK WE'VE RECENTLY
WITNESSED THIS SCENARIO IN OUR CITY.

THOUGH | DO NOT CLAIM TO UNDERSTAND ALL THE ELEMENTS OF
THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM RESTORATION ACT THAT WAS PASSED
BY OUR INDIANA LEGISLATURE AND SIGNED BY OUR GOVERNOR JUST OVER A WEEK AGO, | DO
KNOW THAT THE OPPONENTS OF THIS BILL FIERCELY FOUGHT AGAINST IT. THEIR STRATEGY IN-
VOLVED MISINFORMATION AND WRONG CHARACTERIZATIONS OF THE BILL THAT THEY CLAIM WAS DE-
SIGNED TO PERMIT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THOSE WHOSE LIFESTYLES CLEARLY VIOLATE BIBLICAL
MORALITY. THOUGH THIS WAS NOT NECESSARILY THE CASE, THE BATTLE WAS ON AND THE OPPOSI-
TION WAS BRUTAL. ON THE SIDE OF “TOLERANCE” A PLETHORA OF PEOPLE POUNDED THE
“INTOLERANT.” THE BATTLE CRY WAS CARRIED BY EVERY STATEWIDE MEDIA OUTLET AND REPEATED
IN THE NATIONAL NEWS. OTHERS CAME GUNNING TOO. THE LEADERS OF COMMERCE, THE EDUCA-
TIONAL ELITES, THE SPORTS GURUS AND EVEN THE LEADERS OF LIBERAL RELIGIOUS DENOMINA-
TIONS JOINED THE RAUCOUS FRAY.

AND THEY WON!
BUT THE WAR IS NOT OVER!

CHRISTIANITY AND THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN BIBLICAL MORALITY WILL NO DOUBT CONTINUE TO FIND
THEMSELVES ON THE WRONG SIDE OF WHAT'S POPULAR. WE WILL CONTINUE TO BE MARGINALIZED
AND MOCKED. BUT WE NEED NOT BE BEATEN.

LET US EVER KEEP IN MIND THAT WHEN CHRISTIANITY WAS BRAND NEW, IT WAS NOT POPULAR NOR
WELCOMED BY ANYONE. TIME AND TIME AGAIN WE READ OF THE APOSTLES ARREST AND IMPRISON-
MENT. SOMETIMES THEY WERE RELEASED OTHER TIMES THEY WERE MARTYRED. BUT THEY WERE
NEVER DEFEATED. WE HEAR PETER LOUDLY PROCLAIM “WE MUST OBEY GOD RATHER THAN
MEN.” (ACTS 5:29). IN THAT SAME CONTEXT WE READ OF THOSE THAT THOUGH FLOGGED BY THE
RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL LEADERS “WENT ON THEIR WAY REJOICING THAT THEY WERE CONSIDERED
WORTHY TO SUFFER SHAME FOR His NAME.” (ACTs 5:41). EVERY DAY THESE CHRISTIAN SOL-
DIERS KEPT RIGHT ON TEACHING AND PREACHING JESUS. (ACTS 5:42). THE FACT THAT TODAY
THERE ARE MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS AROUND THE GLOBE PROVES THAT WE HAVE NOT BEEN SI-
LENCED AND WILL NOT BE OVERCOME.

DURING THESE TRYING TIMES, LET US BE EMBOLDENED. EMBOLDENED TO PROCLAIM GOD’S SAVING
GRACE. EMBOLDENED TO STAND FOR WHAT’'S RIGHT NO MATTER THE ECONOMIC, POLITICAL OR SO-
CIAL CONSEQUENCES. EMBOLDENED THAT THOUGH BATTLES ARE LOST OUR LORD, AND HIS FOL-
LOWERS, WILL NEVER BE DEFEATED.

LOOKING UP,
Pastor Chuck Circle




