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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
What makes you happy as we approach the new year? Are
you happy you were able to spend time with family or
able to buy your children or grandchildren some really
nice gifts? Are you happy everyone arrived without incident, accident or illness? Are you happy that the Christmas stuff will soon be packed away? Are you happy to be
looking forward to some quiet time to recover from the
holiday rush? What will make your new year happy?
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I ask because I was recently struck by a statement I read in Luke 10:21. There we find
Luke’s comment “At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit.” The He to
whom Luke refers is Jesus. Jesus greatly rejoiced.
I checked to see how many times the Bible says that someone greatly rejoiced and
found only five other accounts. People greatly rejoiced when Saul was made king (I
Sam. 11:15) and Hiram rejoiced that David’s son, Solomon, was wise (I Kings 5:7).
Then in I Chron. 29:9 I found that David and the people of Israel greatly rejoiced
when giving offerings for the Temple construction. We are told in Acts 16:34 that
the Philippian jailor greatly rejoiced that he and his family were saved and finally in
Philippians 4:10 Paul greatly rejoices for the supplies he has received from the
Philippian church.
I thought it somewhat strange to read this comment about Christ greatly rejoicing
and don’t recall noticing it before. So now I’m wondering, what would make Jesus so
joyful? What I found was that Jesus was very happy about several things. He was
happy because Satan was being overpowered by Christ’s disciples (see verses 17-18).
Jesus was also happy because the disciples were excited about their authority over
evil forces (v.19). Furthermore, Jesus was overjoyed because He knew that His disciples names were recorded in heaven and they would have a home there (v.20). Finally,
the Lord expressed praise and gratitude to God that the Father reveals things to simple and unassuming ones rather than those who are wise and intelligent. (v.21).
Christ’s joy was significant and sincere because His followers recognized four
things.
1. Spiritual victory (17-18)
2. Spiritual power (19)
3. Spiritual life (20)
4. Spiritual insight (21)
I wonder, do these things bring us joy?
This new year let’s give serious thought to what will bring sincere joy.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

