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TAX DAY
Today is the day that Uncle Sam wants to make sure you and
I have paid our taxes or filed for an extension. Collectively our nation’s citizens will pay 5.2 trillion dollars in taxes this year. That is 29% of our total national income and
represents more than we pay for food, clothing and housing combined!

April 15, 2019

Newsletter

So, what does the Bible have to say about taxes? The word tax or taxes appears 12
times in Scripture and tax-gatherers or publicans shows up seven times.
In Nehemiah’s day we know that people paid property taxes to the king. Even when times
were tough and some had to borrow to pay them, they did. (See Nehemiah 5:4). Interestingly Ezra 7:24 informs us that “it is not allowed to impose tax, tribute or tolls”
on any of God’s religious workers.
In New Testament times we know that Mary and Joseph paid taxes. They traveled from
Nazareth to Bethlehem in order to register for the Roman governor’s new tax. (Note
Luke 2:1-5). If they had been tax protestors Jesus would not have been born in the
right place! Jesus Himself also paid taxes. Matthew 17:24-27 tells of a tax collector seeking payment of poll taxes that really were not required of Jews, but Jesus
and Peter paid the tax “lest they give offence.” In Luke 20:22-26 Jesus famously defended the collection of national taxes by telling the Pharisees who were trying to
trick Him, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesars.” And in Romans 13:6-7 Paul
indicates that we are to pay taxes to those who rule over us for they minister “as
God’s servants.”
It’s also noteworthy that during Jesus’ ministry He encounters several taxcollectors or publicans. Matthew 9:9 tells us of Matthew, also known as Levi, who
was called by Jesus to be one of His disciples. He left all and followed Him. Then
too, Jesus uses a Publican as a good example of godly humility and compares him to
the works-oriented Pharisee in the account commonly known as the prayers of the
Pharisee and the Publican in Luke 18:9-14. In the very next chapter of Luke we meet
Zacchaeus, the short tax-collector in a prominent and profitable post at Jericho. After his encounter with Jesus he committed to paying back four times the amount of
anything he’d wrongfully taken.
Paying taxes are seen as the Christian citizen’s rightful responsibility throughout
Scripture. We practice godliness when paying taxes.
Looking Up!
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