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PRESIDENT’S DAY
Today is President’s Day and some of you are getting the
day off. Since congress passed the Uniform Monday
Holidays act in 1971 this day is celebrated the third
Monday of February, though it never falls on the actual date of either of the presidents it honors. (Go figure … it’s the government!) George Washington was
born February 22, 1732 in Pope’s Creek, Virginia and
Abraham Lincoln was born in Hodgenville, Kentucky on
February 12, 1809.
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So, I got to thinking about ruler’s birthdays recorded in the Bible. There are two of
them.
In Genesis 40:20-22 we read of a party in honor of King Pharaoh’s birthday. I’m sure
it was a huge event in Egypt. The distinctive thing about this party was that at that time
Pharaoh brought from prison two of the men who had formerly served in his court.
The cupbearer and the baker. Both had fallen into disfavor with the king and met Joseph in prison where he had interpreted their dreams. At Pharaoh’s party the cupbearer was restored to his previous position while the baker was hanged.
In New Testament times we read of Herod’s birthday party in Mark 6:21-27. Here we
learn that he gave a banquet for all of his lords, military commanders and the leading men of Israel. His step-daughter danced before these guests and pleased Herod
and his dinner guests so he impulsively (and probably drunkenly) offers her whatever
she wants. After deliberating with her evil mother, Herodias, she asks for and receives the head of John the Baptist.
Both of these birthday events end with someone dead. How truly sad.
But think with me about one more ruler’s birthday. When he was born Magi came from
the east seeking the One who was born King of the Jews. (Matthew 2:1-2). These kingmakers came to celebrate the humble birth of Jesus. When finding Him in Bethlehem
they fell to the ground and worshipped giving him gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. (Matthew 2:11).
This king came to give life to all who were dying in sin! How truly wonderful.
We should duly honor Presidents Washington and Lincoln this President’s Day. But
our most and best praise and worship should be reserved for the greatest ruler to
ever enter our earth, King Jesus!
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

