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In the last two months I’ve had the opportunity to
meet with five different sales representatives to
evaluate our church auditorium’s projector needs.
I’ve learned a little about how images are magnified
using LCD or DLP technologies. It’s truly amazing
how an infinitesimally small pixel can be accurately
projected onto a 12’ x 12’ screen. It reminds me of how God, who knows the
microscopic elements of our heart, can project them for all to see.
I think of magnified sin in II Samuel 12:10 where we read, “Now therefore, the
sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me and
have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.” Their “tiny” lust made
way for tremendous loss. David and Bathsheba’s private sin had very public consequences.
Consider also magnified service in Mark 14:3-9. Here we read the account of a
women with a box of expensive perfume pouring it on the feet of Jesus. Some
were indignant at the supposed waste of resources, but Jesus indicated that
her act was a worthwhile and appropriate anointing of His body before His death
and burial. Christ says of her, “wherever the gospel is preached in the whole
world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her.” (v. 9).
In Acts 13:1-13 we learn of a magnified Savior. Here Peter and John heal a
lame beggar sitting at the gate of the temple in Jerusalem. We’re told that he
received strength in his feet and ankles and immediately leaped up walking and
praising God. Peter said to the awestruck onlookers, “why do you gaze at us, as
if by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one
whom you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided
to release Him.” Peter rather bluntly made the point that the Jesus they murdered was magnified through this man’s miracle.
Magnified saints are reported in Romans 8:17. Believers have the assurance
that, as heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him
we may also be glorified with Him. Therefore, we can say with Paul that the sufferings of present are nothing compared to the superiority of the future. (v. 18)
Magnified: Think about it!
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

