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THE VALLEY OF DEATH

When we face this valley, let me suggest two Biblical principles. Be ready and
be confident.
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We’re all familiar with the 23rd Psalm’s fourth
verse that speaks of walking through the valley
of the shadow of death. David wrote of a scary
place filled with thieves and hidden dangers; a
place he didn’t want to pass through but had to.
We’ve all been there. We’ve had serious illnesses
or adversities and have also watched while others
endured them. As I write this, my father-in-law is
nearing death, and the darkness of the valley is
difficult.

We’re ready for the valley when we know that the Lord is indeed our Shepherd.
Paul writes “I know whom I have believed.” (II Timothy 1:12). Though enduring
suffering, he knew is faith was firmly founded in Christ. In I John 5:13 John
says, “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
Another element of readiness is that of obedience. We dare not balk or back
away just because a valley is scary. In Acts 20:22-24 the apostle recounts
knowing that bonds and affliction await him in Jerusalem, yet he states “I do not
consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my
course …” He was ready and not reticent to suffer.
We can also be confident in the valley. We know that this is where God has led
us, and we can trust Him with all of our heart. (See Proverbs 3:5-6). We know
too that God goes with us in these frightening times. Hebrews 13:5-6 reminds
us that He will never forsake nor leave us. Therefore we can confidently say
“The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid” Finally we can also be certain that
something good is on the other side of the valley. David wrote of a feast and
God’s favor at the end of the valley (See Psalm 23:5). We who are believers
know that when we die we go to a heavenly home especially prepared for us by
Jesus the Master Carpenter. (See John 14:2-3)
Valley life cannot be avoided, but let’s be ready and confident when God directs
us there.
Looking Up!
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