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After marrying my father, the only time my mother said
she ever had a job was a six month stent at a laundromat in York, Pennsylvania. My dad was working on a
church construction crew in that city and mom wanted
to make a little extra money for Christmas spending.
When mom told that account my dad would always interject, “there was never a time when your mom didn’t
work.” She worked hard during the 16 years that they
farmed and then keep the books for my dad’s construction company and apartment rentals. She sewed almost
everything she and my sister wore and cooked farm style meals for over fifty years. My mom
was a working mom.
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WORKING MOTHER

When Abraham’s servant went looking for a wife for Isaac, he found one who was willing to
work. We read in Genesis 24:19 that she watered his ten camels. Now I’m not sure how much
water ten camels can drink but I’m pretty sure it’s a lot! You see the servant wanted a working women for Isaac’s bride.
I think the Proverbs 31 women was a worker as well. Consider these “jobs.”
1. Seamstress: “She looks for wool and flax and works with her hands in delight.” (v. 13)
“She stretches out her hands to the distaff, and her hands grasp the spindle.” (v. 19)
Furthermore we read that she makes warm clothing for her household (v. 22) and
coverings of find linen and purple (v. 22).
2. Gourmet Chef: “She is like merchant ships; She brings her food from afar.” (v. 14)
3. Real Estate Developer: “She considers a field and buys it;” (v. 16a)
4. Gardener: “From her earnings she plants a vineyard.” v. 16b)
5. Fitness Devotee: “She girds herself with strength and makes her arms strong.” (v. 17)
6. Food pantry volunteer: “She extends her hand to the poor, And she stretches out her
hands to the needy.” (v. 20)
7. Merchant: “She makes linen garments and sells them and supplies belts to the tradesmen.” (v. 24)
8. Teacher: “She opens her mouth in wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her
tongue.” (v. 26)
Verse 27 summarizes her devotion to her family. “She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.”
Mothering is not for the lazy, weak or undisciplined. It’s work!
Let us thank God for the working wives and moms around us.
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

