F RANKLIN ROAD
baptist church

51 North Franklin Road • Indianapolis, IN 46219 • 317.897.1298

A LATE BLOOMER

April, 23, 2018

Newsletter

With our chilly spring the vegetation around has been
affected. The trees have barely begun to bloom, and our
tulips still haven’t. This weather is definitely affecting
the mushroom season and will delay the fish spawning by
several weeks as well. Late bloomers are all around us.
Sometimes people can likewise be late bloomers. I think
of Moses. We read of his early years in Exodus 2 and
Acts 7. “Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he was a man
of power in words and deeds.” (Acts 7:22). I think that describes Moses as a young
adult. He has graduated with his doctorate and served in the military for several
years and just completed an internship. Now he’s ready to conquer the world and
help his people, the Hebrews! We know that his real opportunity to shine came
when he saw a Jewish slave being mistreated by an Egyptian and came to the aid of
the slave by killing the Egyptian. Acts 7:25 provides us with his rationale. “And he
supposed that his brethren understood that God was granting them deliverance
through him.” The only problem was what we read at the end of that verse, “but
they did not understand.” You see Moses was ready to lead but God and His people
were not.
So, ole Mo ended up fleeing Egypt and spending the next forty years following his
father-in-law’s sheep in Midian. (See Exodus 2:15-3;1) It was a humbling but necessary experience to season and prepare him for a time when God could truly use
him.
At the age of eighty, God spoke to Moses from a burning bush and called him to
lead His people out of bondage in Egypt. (Exodus 3:2-10). By now Moses is somewhat syndical and responds to God’s call by saying, “Who am I, that I should go to
Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt? (Exodus 3:11)
God assured him that now was the right time and Moses was indeed the right leader.
So, he led.
Moses was a late bloomer. He had to learn about patience and God’s timing. He had
to learn humility and respect. He had to wait and then be ready when God was. An
eighty-year-old late bloomer is better than a forty-year-old arrogant leader.
May God help us to bloom, in His time, for His glory.
Looking Up!
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