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Are we up for it?

Pastor Andy Johnston

Like many today, those two-thousand years ago had an idea of who the coming Messiah would
be. They would remember such passages as Daniel 2:35 that says,
35
Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same
time and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away
so that not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great
mountain and filled the whole earth.
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In Sunday School we have been going through many of the Parables and the last few weeks
we have been studying “The Sower” from Matthew 13:1-23. The four types of soil in this
passage are obvious to us (this is why they make great object lessons), but there is an interesting block of dialogue (vv. 10-13) that Christ delivers to the disciples after He talks
about the four soils:
10
And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”… I speak
to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not
hear, nor do they understand.

They were right to believe that this “stone” was the Messiah that they longed for, but they
were deeply wrong in how & when He would accomplish this. They had wrongly interpreted a
passage because they imparted their own misguided ideas into it.
As we know, they wanted the Hosanna now; be the Alexander the Great we all desire. They
wished and believed Him to be something He was not (of course not yet). This was their hindrance; not understanding who He was and what He was teaching them. They had a preconceived idea of who they thought He should be.
This is why they can look right at Him (see) and listen to His teachings (hear), and not know
who He is (This was prophesied by Isaiah 6:9-10). They had no idea that when He taught, He
was teaching them about Himself and His unique ministry. They could not understand it because they were looking for their own wants and desires.
Not much has changed today. People refuse (the hard soil), wither away (rocky soil), and
sometimes get taken over (weedy soil), because of a misguided idea of who Jesus Christ really is.
I believe the church in America today could be dangerously residing in the weedy soil. We
have so many different weeds that we can allow to take over our lives that it is hard to actually differentiate what is morally good and righteous. We are called to be children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world (Phil 2:15b).
Christ is the Sower but He has issued us to Go (Matt 28:19-20) into the world and be a
light, accurately handling His Word (II Tim 2:15), and always ready to make a defense in His
name (I Peter 3:15).
Let us Pray that through the Spirit (always through the Spirit) we desire to be used so that
others can accurately see and hear the good news of Christ. For this to happen we may need
to weed a little. Are we up for it?

