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Relationships Created
At the very center of the Gospel is the opportunity we have to know God. We get to
have a relationship with the Almighty Creator. In this grand and expansive universe,
the One who created it knows who we are. We are fully known by Him and we love him
only because He first loved us.

They were not always easy. Some students didn't want to be known. They built up walls
over time as a result of unspeakable experiences.
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In my experience as an educator, I've had numerous opportunities to create relationships and authentic rapport with students. Many times these relationships did not happen by chance. There was intentionality behind my efforts to know my students. Some
relationships lasted for a short time and didn't make what I would consider to be a
substantial impact. Other relationships continue to this day.

As an educator in the public school, many of my interactions involve students from
very difficult circumstances. Many students have lived through despicable, scary
events that I could never fathom. Their lives have been marked by a lack of structure
and an abundance of pain.
My inability to empathize with their pain requires me to love those students and know
them well. Without significant attempts on my part to know my students, my ability to
teach them diminishes drastically.
Many of you have experienced first hand the results of painful and unspeakable circumstances through your own life and/or through your experiences loving others.
I believe the same is true in Christ's love for us. It took a significant attempt on the
part of God to send His Son to this Earth to know us. And even more significant was
the sacrifice of His Son on the cross. Without the uncomfortable and inconvenient
experience of coming to Earth to be born in a stable and ultimately die on a cross
there would be no relationship.
Christ came to know us. He experienced what we experience. He was tempted as we are
tempted. He was uncomfortable. Are we?
Are we walking in the shoes of others? Are we intentionally creating relationships?
Are we loving others before they love us?
This is, of course, a great idea as it pertains to being mission minded in our neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, etc. But we must start with our church. We must love
each other. Intentionally. Even if it makes us uncomfortable. Take the first step. Love
first. Christ did.
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