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Pastor Andy and I were recently talking about
gardening. The Johnstons are active gardeners
and we are former gardeners. Our topic was that
of growing corn. The Johnstons like to grow Indian corn to use for decoration in the Fall but
were also thinking about planting sweet corn to
enjoy later this summer. Therein lies a problem.

The first year we planted Indian corn and sweet
corn I put them in rows right next to each other. What I didn’t realize is that our sweet corn
would be affected by the Indian corn and vice versa. We ended up with sweet
corn that had some hard and dark kernels intermingled with the good ones
and Indian corn that had pale yellowish-white kernels amid the otherwise colorful ones. I learned that the cause of this kernel confusion is the result
of cross-pollination. As the picture at the top of the page illustrates, the
pollen on the tassel of one corn variety fell on the silk of the other which
caused each variety to be affected by the other and neither ended up being
what it was expected to be. That year we didn’t have good sweet corn or Indian corn.
I think there’s a spiritual lesson to be learned from this agricultural reality. In our efforts to evangelize and affect the world we can sometimes get so
close to them that it’s hard to tell who is affecting whom. The Christian’s intentions are noble but the results can be disastrous. The unbeliever has
some Christian content but no salvation and the Christian has their salvation
but little sanctification. Neither are what they were intended to be.

Believers are warned “love not the world” (I John 2:15) and Jesus prayed
that we would be “kept from the evil one.” (John 17:15). Psalm 119:1 indicates that the blameless are blessed and James 4:4 informs us that friendship with the world is hostility toward God.
So what’s the solution to the cross-pollination problem? Plant the corn in
the same garden but not next to each other. Keep them separated but not isolated. I think the Thessalonians had it right when Paul indicates that they
were exemplary among believers as those who were sounding forth the word
of the Lord to those all around them. See I Thessalonians 1:7-8. They were
influencing the unsaved but not being affected by them.
Might we be a church that effectively evangelizes the lost without being affected by them.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

