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“KINDA”
Mom asked “Emily, did you clean your room?” She answers
“kinda.” “Johnny did you brush your teeth?” dad asked.
Johnny responded “sure dad” to which dad inquired further “did you really?” and Johnny answered “kinda.”
When we hear the word “kinda” we anticipate an excuse or
at best an incomplete assignment.
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King Saul was “kinda” a good man.
He was “kinda” godly. According to I Samuel 13:8 he waited for Samuel to
come and offer a burnt offering before his men went to war. The only problem
was that Saul was “kinda” impatient so he offered it himself (v.9). He justified
his actions because he was “kinda” afraid his army would desert (v.11) and he
“kinda” didn’t think God would really mind. (v.12). God did mind and indicated
that Saul’s kingdom would not endure (vs. 13-14).
Saul was “kinda” a good dad. But he made a stupid order that none of his army
could eat before evening as they pursued a Philistine army (I Samuel 14:24).
Unfortunately Saul’s son Jonathan was not aware of his father’s “kinda” crazy
command and ate some honey he found in a forest (v.27). Late that night Saul
discovered his son had disobeyed his “kinda” dumb command and was ready to
kill him for his disregard (vs. 43-44). Had the army not protested and protected Jonathan from execution (v.45), his father would have killed him. Saul was
“kinda” paranoid and not a particularly good parent.
Saul was also “kinda” dense. In I Samuel 15:3 God told him to destroy all of
the Amalekites. He defeated them but spared their king and the best of their
cattle (v.9). Saul bragged to Samuel that he had obeyed God’s command (v.13),
but when Samuel asked him about the cattle, Saul “kinda” blamed the army for
that. (vs. 14-15). Afterall, Saul thought it was “kinda” fine since they were going to sacrifice those animals to God (vs. 20-21). It wasn’t! God called Saul’s
incomplete obedience rebellion. (vs. 22-23).
Later we learn that Saul was “kinda” jealous of David (I Samuel 18:6-9) and
tried for years to kill him. We know too that Saul was “kinda” desperate when
under siege and consulted with a fortune teller about what he should do (I
Samuel 28:8-10). He “kinda” thought God would be ok with that. He wasn’t.
“Kinda!” Who are we kidding?
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

